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tions more difficult, were two of the points which Dooman had men-
tioned to Yoshizawa last night. The latter must have passed them
on immediately to the Minister.

HULL DENIES HIROTA'S CHARGES

November 17, 1937

The Department cabled us the full text of the Declaration adopted
by the Brussels Conference on November 15.

The Embassy in Rome reports that a Havas dispatch from Tokyo
gives the purported terms which Japan intends to impose on China
and asks for our comment. We replied to the Department that the
Foreign Office spokesman on November 15 described the reports as
" entirely groundless."

Referring to rny talk with Hirota, the Secretary cabled me that the
words " united action " nowhere appear in the Declaration adopted
by the Brussels Conference. Mr. Hull assumes that Hirota may have
had in mind the last paragraph of that Declaration, which was
phrased as follows :

Though hoping that Japan will not adhere to her refusal, the
States represented at Brussels must consider what is to be their
common attitude in a situation where one party to an international
treaty maintains against the views of all the other parties that
the action which it has taken does not come within the scope of
that treaty, and sets aside the provisions of the treaty which the
other parties hold to be operative in the circumstances.

The Secretary also authorized me to tell Hirota from him that there
is not an atom of truth in any report that we took the initiative in
calling the Conference. Mr. Hull also understands that no Govern-
ment at the Conference has done more than to assume its share of
the common responsibility for an exchange of views, and is astonished
that any Foreign Office with the information publicly available
could have any misunderstanding with regard to these facts. He
asked me to tell Hirota of his appreciation of the latter's wish to main-
tain good relations with the United States, for which *he, Mr. Hull,
has constantly worked during the last five years, but that he must
frankly and in all friendliness express his apprehension lest the cause
of developing and fostering these good relations, which both have
always in mind, should be injured by the present situation in the
Far East.

WHY HIROTA MISUNDERSTOOD HULL

November 20, 1937

Yoshizawa, Chief of the American Bureau of the Foreign Office,
told me in private that there had been some misunderstanding
about the phraseology and substance of Mr. Hull's message to Mr.